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AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  mBlDAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1959 


[Ho  the  Mayor,  Aldemen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed 

Mr.  Liayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  nxy  first,  and  I regret  to  say  my  last. 
Annual  Report  to  you. 

I T/as  honoured  and  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Coijncil  when,  on 
1st  April,  1959,  I was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough 
of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  and  I did  look  forward  to  a happy  and  interesting 
future  in  your  service.  However,  with  ray  appointment  to  an  Edinburgh  post 
this  has  been  curtailed. 

In  this  report  I have  altered  the  arrangement  slightly,  and  in 
panticiilar,  you  will  find  that  in  my  following  remarks  I have  reviewed  the 
vital  statistics  and  commented  on  any  notable  point,  in  order  to  give  a 
very  brief  and  concise  acco\int  of  the  health  of  the  Borough.  In  the  other 
sections  I have  introduced  graphs  to  show  the  trends  which  have  occurred 
locally,  and  in  the  case  of  infant  mortality,  compared  local  statistics 
vrith  national  mortality  rates.  In  preparing  this  report  I have  also  been 
greatly  helped  by  the  excellent  and  comprehensive  reports  which  have  been 
presented  to  you  in  the  past.  I have  certainly  foiuid  reading  them 
extremely  interesting  and  stim-ulating,  and  much  valuable  information  can 
be  gleaned  over  the  years. 

The  estimated  population  continued  to  decline,  and  this  year  the 
estimate  of  12,6l0  was  10  below  the  1958  figure,  but  the  lowest  figure 
recorded  wsls  an  estimate  in  1936  of  12,24-3.  H should,  however,  be 
noted  that  there  was,  in  fact,  a natural  increase,  as  births  exceeded 
deaths  by  76. 

The  Biriii  Rate  fell  from  22.64-  to  21,38  per  1,000  of  the  popxILation, 
or  numerically  from  283  to  267,  but  the  rate  was  still  above  the  national 
one  of  16.5. 

The  Stillbirth  Rate  was  very  low  at  7*4-3  compared  with  21.2  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths  in  1958,  and  the  national  rate  of  20.7. 

The  Infant  Death  Rate  was  also  very  satisfactory  being  14-.98  per  1,000 
live  births  against  a rate  of  24-. 73  for  1958,  It  is  of  interest  to  note 
the  high  illegitimate  infant  death  rate  of  14-2.85,  but  this  is  not  so 
significant  v^ien  the  actual  nxmiber  of  illegitimate  births  and  deaths  is 
noted.  Throu^out  the  years  the  infant  mortality  in  the  Borou^  has 
compared  favourably  with  the  mortality  rates  for  the  Country,  and  this 
point  and  the  considerable  drop  in  infant  mortality  rates  is  even  more 
apparent  when  the  statistics  are  seen  in  graphic  f om  on  page  7 • 

Deaths  shewed  a sli^t  increase,  from  182  to  I9I,  giving  a rate  of 
15.14-  per  1,000  of  the  population,  or  13.02  v/hen  multiplied  by  the  Compara- 
bility factor.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6. 

It  will  be  seen  from  perusal  of  the  Chief  Causes  of  Death  that  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circiILatory  system  vrere  the  principal  killers,  accounting 
for  67fo  of  all  deaths,  and  of  this  group  coronary  thrombosis  caused  26^,  or 
16^  of  all  deaths.  In  the  Registrar  General's  Decennial  Supplement  on  Area 
Mortality,  England  and  Wales,  1951,  the  distribution  of  coronary  artery 
disease  is  shown  graphically  in  regions,  and  the  higher  incidence  of  deaths 
from  this  cause  is  in  the  North.  There  is  also  a definite  gradient  in 
social  classes  among  men  aged  20-64-,  the  hi^er  incident  being  in  the 
professional  classes  and  lowest  in  the  partly  skilled  and  Tuiskilled  occu- 
pations. In  this  age  group  married  women  do  not  show  the  same  social 
gradient . 


It  is  therefore  interesting  to  note  that  the  deaths  in  the  same  age 
group  from  coronary  artery  disease,  vdiich  occiorred  in  the  district,  are 
divided  in  the  Registrar  General's  classification  of  occupational  groups 
as  follows 


Classification 

Males 

Females 

Class  1 (Professional  etc.) 

Class  2 (intermediate  occupations) 
Class  3 (Skilled  occupations) 

Class  4 (Partly  skilled  occupations) 
Class  5 (Unskilled  occupations) 

1 *(7) 

- (5  1 

t 1 

i 1 

1 1 1 1 

Totals  ' 5 (13)  : 

3 (8) 

Other  Persons  (No  Gainful  Occupation  Stated)  - (l) 

^Figures  in  "brackets  are  deaths  at  age  65  years  and  over. 


While  the  nimoibers  in  the  above  table  are  too  small  for  significant 
comparisons,  if  followed  for  a number  of  years  they  may  prove  informative 
and  of  significant  value. 


The  second  major  group  of  killers  was  cancer,  and  a glance  at  the 
graph  on  page  12  will  show  how  cancer  deaths  have  replaced  deaths  from 
tuberculosis.  Twelve  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths  was  due  to  cancer, 
whereas  according  to  D.  Boyd,  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  his  report  for 
1915,  the  percentages  from  I876  to  I913  were  as  follows 


1876  - 1880 
1881  - I89O 
I89I  - 1900 
1901  - 1910 
1911  - 1915 


..  2.3^ 

..  2.22^ 
..  1.83?^ 

.•  3.975^ 

. . 6 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  also  reported  that  ”62^  of  the  total  deaths  from 
cancer  during  the  past  i^O  years  were  females,  and  3^  males.  The  increase 
has  been  in  greater  proportion  during  the  past  15  years  among  the  males," 

In  1959  the  proportions  were  48?^  males  and  52?^  females.  He  also  made 
several  shrewd  remarks  about  cancer  and  its  aetiology.  For  example,  in 
commenting  on  the  differences  in  cancer  in  the  female  and  in  the  male  he 
states  "The  males,  on  the  other  hand,  are  affected  in  the  lip,  mouth, 
tongue,  jaw,  throat  and  gullet,  to  an  extent  three  times  that  of  femkles. 
The  greatest  difference  is  shov/n  in  the  tongue,  men  being  affected  7 times 
more  frequently  than  women.  Has  smoking  anything  to  do  with  this?" 


Five  of  the  eleven  male  cancer  deaths  were  from  lung  cancer,  and  in 
1958,  5 oi^t  of  the  13  were  also  assigned  to  this  cause.  In  femkles, 
lung  cancer  caused  nil,  and  one  death  respectively. 

Fortunately,  for  the  second  successive  year  there  was  no  death  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  the  number  of  new  notifications  fell  from 
13  to  5 pulmonary  cases,  and  from  2 to  1 non-pulmonazy  case. 

The  infectious  diseases  remained  ve3y  quiet  during  the  year,  the 
principal  offender  being  whooping  cou^.  However,  with  the  fairly  hi^ 
rate  of  immunisation  attained  in  the  district,  this  disease  is  not  so 
serious  a menace  to  health  as  it  used  to  be . Turning  again  to  the 
1915  report,  7 deaths  from  this  cause  were  recorded,  and  Boyd  reported 
"The  diseases  which  we  have  now  to  wage  war  against  - Tuberciolosis, 
Cancer,  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  Measles  and  "Whooping  Cough,  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia,  were  no  doubt  always  important  factors  in  causing  death," 

The  last  notified  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  in  1955,  and  I am 
pleased  to  report  a veiy  good  response  by  the  parents  in  having  their 
children  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis.  By  the  end  of  1958, 
approximately  85^  of  the  children  in  North  Northimberland  had  received 


poliomyelitis  vacciae,  and  this  percentage  has  now  increased  as  shovm 
helow;- 


1 15  Age  Group 

12,751  children  received  tivo  injections  out  of  an 

estimated  population  of  15,573. 

15-25  Age  Group 

3,831  persons  received  t-vvo  injections  (5^)  out  of  an 
estimated  population  of  7,040. 

Expectant  Mothers  575 

Doctors  and  Families  4d 

Ambxilance  Staff  and  Eaxailies  I7 

Hospital  Staff  57 

A total  of  17,272  received  two  injections  since  the 
advent  of  the  scheme  to  31st  December,  1959 • 

Of  these,  12,940  received  their  third  injection  - 
approximately  7^. 


I must  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and  help  I 
have  received  from  the  BeiVirick  general  practitioners.  The  high  level 
of  vaccination  in  the  Borough  against  poliomyelitis  is  certainly  due 
to  their  unfailing  efforts  and  willing  co-operation. 

The  Irnraunity  Index  on  page  14-  for  irraminisation  against  Diphthex-ia, 
Whooping  Cough  ana,  in  a proportion.  Tetanus,  was  good,  and  was  ahove 
the  national  average,  hut  I would  like  to  see  the  figure  nearer  75^. 
Diphtheria  has  not  been  entirely  eradicated  from  the  Country,  in  1958 
there  were  80  cases  and  8 deaths  from  this  cause,  and  until  it  has 
disappeared  we  cannot  afford  to  relax  our  chief  defence  which  is 
inmunisation. 

Reference  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector*  s section  of  the  report 
will  show  that  the  Council  has  exceeded  the  five  year  proposals  for 
Slum  Clearance.  In  1955  the  Council  set  a target  of  94  houses  to  be 
demolished  by  I96O.  By  the  end  of  1959  a total  of  125  properties 
had  been  dealt  T/ith,  and  the  number  of  new  houses  completed  by  the 
Council  during  the  same  period  was  I78. 

In  my  Annual  Reports  for  1958  to  the  other  districts  in  North 
Northumberland  I surveyed  the  Local  Health  Services  over  the  ten  years 
since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Seiwice  Act,  and  include 
this  survey  for  your  information. 

Before  concluding  my  report  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  my 
predecessor.  Dr.  P.W.  Maclagan.  Y/hen  I came  to  the  district  in  1955 
as  Area  Executive  Medical  Officer  for  North  Northumberland  he  gave  me 
considerable  help  and  advice,  and  I have  always  been  very  grateful  to 
him. 

Finally,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  support 
and  goodvrill  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  Council,  and  also  from  the  Clerk,  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  other  menbers  of  the  staff  of  the  Corporation. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yoiir  obedient  servant. 


I'-'dical  Officer  of  Health 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  - NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service, 
and  although  Local  Health  Services  under  Part  111  of  the  Act  are  administered 
by  the  County  Council,  I would  like  to  give  a resume^  of  these  services  and 
also  to  include  the  services  provided  locally  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Administrative  Arrangements 

In  North  Northumberland  from  July,  1940  5 3-41  the  services  were 
administered  centrally  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  County  Health 
Committee  until  20th  November,  1951 5 when  an  Area  Sub -Committee  v/as 
established  for  North  No.  2 Area,  This  area  included  the  Urban  Districts 
of  Alnwick  and  Amble,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Alnwick  and  Rothbury, 

Certain  fianctions  were  delegated  to  this  Sub-Committee  but  the  central 
administration  continued.  On  1st  June,  19555  the  appointment  of  Area 
Executive  Medical  Officer  combined  v/ith  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  District  Councils  v/as  made  and  an  office  established  in  Alnwick  to 
carry  out  the  delegated  functions.  At  the  same  time,  an  Area  Sub-Committee 

for  North  No.  1 Area  was  established  and  comprised  the  Borough  of  Berwick 
upon  Tweed  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Belford,  Glendale  and  Norham  and 
Islandshires . 

The  functions  under  the  Act  are  now  divided  into  two  groups: - 
Those  administered  by  the  County  Health  Committee,  and 

(2) 

Those  administered  by  the  County  Health  Committee  through 
the  North  Area  Sub -Committees , 

Under  Group  1 the  County  functions  include; 

A Care  of  Mothers  and  Yoimg  Children 
B Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 
C Health  Visiting 
D Mental  Health  Services 

Under  Group  11  the  following  are  administered  locally; 

E Ambulance  Service 
P Home  Help  Service 

G Measures  relating  to  the  Prevention  of  Illness  and  the 
Care  and  After-Care  of  Sick  Persons 
H Measures  relating  to  Vaccination  and  Imm.unisation 
I Measures  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Infectious 
Disease 

J Health  Education 

K Management  of  Health  Centres  and  other  premises  vested 
in  the  Local  Health  Authority 


NORTH  NO.  1 AREA 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Yonng  Children 

Child  VJelfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  Berv/ick  and  Tweedmouth, 
fortnightly  at  Belford,  Horncliff e , Lowick,  North  Berwick,  Seahouses, 
Scremerston  and  Wooler,  and  m.onthly  at  Milfield  and  Norham,  Four  of 
these  clinics  are  attended  by  local  general  practitioners,  and  the 
remainder  by  Medical  Officers  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Berwick, 
and  the  local  doctors  see  their  ovm  patients  at  these  clinics.  Elsewhere, 
the  ante-natal  care  is  conducted  in  the  surgery  or  in  the  patient's  own 
home . 


2 


The  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  attend  the  Berwick  ante-natal 
clinics  with  the  family  doctors,  and  this  co-operation  is  very  commendable 
and  to  everyone’s  advantage. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  I have  taken  the  years  1949  and  1958? 
and  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  table  below,  that  there  has  been 
a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  home  deliveries. 


} Districts  ' 

j i 

Deli- 

veries 

1949 

Deli-  i 
veries  1 
1958  1 

Total  ! 
Visits  1 
1949  J 

Total 

Visits 

1958 

Bamburgh  j 

i 

4112  1 

Beadnell 

- 

854 

- 

Belf ord 

23 

6 

1885 

3506 

Berwick 

75  1 

1 1® 

4490 

4635 

Cornliill  j 

6 1 

2 

1865 

1760  1 

' Ford 

j 12  ' 

i 5 

1 1728 

1766  i 

' Holy  Island 

1 

1 

1527 

214 

! Ingram 

i T 

1 

! 

1522 

- 

1 Lov/ick 

1 10 

1 6 

1 1688 

1845 

; N orham 

i 

1 3 

1 1822 

2061 

i Scremerston 

! 7 

i 5 

j 1793 

i 1316 

1 Seahouses 

1 

1 6 

1 

s 3630 

' V/ooler 

1 21 

! 10 

1 

; 2060 

J 

! 2369  } 

4- 

: TOTALS s 

j 200 

1 

1 61 

1 

i 25346 

i 1 

: 23100  1 

It  v/ill  also  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of  visits  has  decreased, 
but  this  is  due  to  a reduction  in  staff  and  also  the  type  of  patient  is 
changing,  as  many  elderly  people  are  now  receiving  nursing  care  and  attention 
which  claims  a considerable  amount  of  the  nurse’s  time. 

Ambulance  Service 


The  change  which  has  occurred  in  the  Ambulance  Service  is  evident  by  a 
study  of  the  following  tablet 


Ambulance  Service  North  No.  1 Area,  1949  and  1958 


! Districts  Served 

1949 

1958 

j Berwick  Borough 

1 Norham  & Islandshires  R.D. 

1 Be  If  ord  R.D. 

! Glendale  R.D. 

N ■umber  of  Journeys 
Number  of  Patients 
Mileage 

905 

1067 

60366 

2207 

5590 

120454 

! Ambulance  Car  Service 

1 

1 

j Berwick  Borough 
j Norham  & Islandshires  R.D. 

1 Bedford  R.D. 

Glendale  R.D. 

Number  of  Journeys 
Nmber  of  Patients 

1 Mileage 

263 

269 

25236 

1240  1 

41361 

86177 i 

Home  Help  Service 


j HOME  HELPS  EMPLOYED  I 

CASES  ASSISTEp_. 

NORTH  NO.  1 AREA  T PVT. 

P.T.  ^ 

P.T. 

1949  ! 7 

•5  . i 

1 1 

i 59  I 

1 

i 1958  ! 1 

; 1 

32 

! ® 

94 

3 


Eeaxly  70^  of  cases  assisted  come  into  the  category  of  elderly  chronic 
cases  and  many  have  remained  on  the  books  for  a few  years.  Households  with 
chronic  illness,  infirmity,  blindness,  tuberculosis  or  persons  living  alone, 
are  helped  for  as  long  as  necessary  and  this  large  number  of  cases  is  catered 
for  by  part-time  home  helps  who  travel  between  cases  daily  and  do  domestic 
duties  for  these  old  people  so  that  they  can  continue  to  live  in  their  own 
homes.  Home  helps  are  also  supplied  in  households  v/here  the  mother  requires 
assistance  diuring  confinement  and  where  there  is  an  acute  emergency  owing  to 
illness. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  59  full-time  cases  received  assistance 
in  1949 » as  against  8 full-time  cases  in  1958 • The  majority  of  these  cases 
were  home  confinements  and  the  change  certainly  appears  to  be  due  to  the 
increasing  number  of  hospital  confinements. 

The  part-time  worker  is  still  found  to  be  more  beneficial  to  the  home 
assisted  and  the  increased  number  of  such  workers  denotes  the  fact  that  more 
women  are  being  employed  in  the  morning  hours.  It  has  also  been  found  more 
useful  to  enlist  part-tim.e  v;orkers  who  are  willing  to  assist  a home  full-time 
for  a short  period  when  the  need  arises,  and  the  use  of  willing  neighbours  to 
act  as  temporary  home  helps  has  been  the  best  way  to  meet  the  demands  for  help 
in  villages  where  transport  is  difficult. 

The  householder  is  expected  to  pay  for  the  services  of  a home  help,  the 
amount  to  be  paid  being  assessed  on  a scale  which  takes  into  account  the 
income  of  the  householder,  the  number  in  the  family  and  the  amount  paid  in 
rent  and  rates. 

1949  NIL  to  l/9d.  per  hour  ! 

1958  3d.  to  3/3i-d.  per  hour  (Minimum  charge  2/6d.  per  week)  j 

(Cases  assessed  at  3d.  per  hour  who  are  in  receipt  of 
National  Assistance,  maximum  charge  2/6d.  per  week) 

Home  helps  are  paid  at  the  rate  recommended  by  the  Northern  Provincial 
Council  for  Local  Authorities'  Servicess 


1949 

,l/8d.  per  hour 

1958 

3/1 2d.  per  hour 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Home  Help  Service,  together  with  the  Home 
Nursing  Service,  is  of  great  importance  if  the  pressure  on  hospital 
accommodation  is  to  be  relieved. 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Services 

In  the  North  No.  1 Area,  there  are  tvro  hospitals;  Berwick  Infirmary 
which  deals  vmth  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  Castle  Hills  Maternity  Home. 

Berwick  Infirmary; 

The  existing  building  was  first  opened  in  1874?  when  it  is  believed 
the  available  beds  were  approximately  12.  The  beds  available  immediately 
prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  were,  at  36,  the 
same  as  at  the  present  time.  The  total  admission  dui'ing  1947?  amounted  to 
699  patients,  v/hilst  admissions  during  1958  Virere  733*  In  1947?  only  two 
consultants  attended  the  hospital,  one  being  Mr.  E.L.  Parquharson,  F.R.C.S. , 
Surgeon,  and  the  other,  the  late  I, hr.  Stenhouse,  E.N.T.  Specialist.  These 
consultants  held  monthly  outpatients'  clinics. 
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The  outpatients'  facilities  now  available  are  as  followss 


C L I IT  I C 

DAY 

Chest 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesdays  of  each  month 

Consulting  Physician 

2nd  & 4th  Mondays  of  each  month 

Consulting  Surgeon 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

E.N.T. 

Every  Friday 

Gynaecological  & Obstetric 

2nd  & 4th  Thursdays  of  each  month 

Ministry  of  Pensions  & 
National  Insurance 

1st  & 5rd  Thursdays  of  each  month 

Ophthalmology 

2nd  & 4th  or  1st,  & 5th  Tuesdays 

of  each  month  as  applicable 

Orthopaedic 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

Psychiatric 

Every  Friday 

Radiological 

Every  Wednesday  j 

Speech  Therapy 

EVery  Thursday  1 

Phy  s i 0 therapy 

Mondays  to  Fridays 

Radiography 

1 Mondays  to  Fridays  ! 

Castle  Hills  Maternity  Home 

This  Home  was  officially  opened  on  26th  February,  1945 • The  first 
confinement  did  not  take  place  until  28th  April  that  year,  and  from  then  until 
51st  December,  1945 > there  were  101  admissions  and  97  births  recorded.  The 
nimiber  of  confinements  during  the  calendar  year  1958  was  375- 

The  following  table  shows  the  niimber  of  live  births  occurring  at  Castle 
Hills  Maternity  Home  from  February,  1945 > to  the  end  of  December,  1958. 
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MERAL  SMISTICS 

The  area  of  the  district  is  7,126  acres. 

The  number  of  iiihahited  houses  ■was  ^,295  and  the  number 
of  ne'w  houses  completed  during  the  year  was  71. 

Tlie  rateable  value  v/as  £131,640  and  the  s\im  represented 
by  a penny  rate  was  £484. 

The  estimated  mid-year  popiilation  was  12,610  and  this 
figure  was  taken  -vdien  calciiLating  the  Birth  and  Death 
rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

134 

126 

260 

Illegitimate 

2 

7 

Totals 

128 

267 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Crude  Birth  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparabili-ty  Factor 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

21.17 

21.38 

2.62 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

Totals 

1 

1 

2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

7.43 

Total  live  and  stillbir-ths 

269 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  \jnder  one  year) 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  dea-ths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

14.98 

11.54 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  142,85 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  four  -weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  7.49 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortali-ty  Rate 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births  7.49 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 


Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths 


14.86 
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Maternal  Mortality  (including  a!bortion) 


Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 


Deaths 


Males  Females  Total 

90  101  191 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  15,14 
Crude  Death  Rate  loultiplied  by  Con^arability  Factor  13.02 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil 
Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 
Deaths  from  Career  23 


SECTION  A 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Table  I 

Causes  of  Death  of  Ghildrer  under  One  Xear  - 1959 


Cause  of  Death 

Aee 

Place  of  Death 

Hyaline  Membrane  Disease 
Found  Dro-wned  (Murder) 
Broncho-pneumonia 
Broncho-pneumonia 

15  hrs, 

1 day 

3 mths, 

3 mths. 

Preston  Hospital,  North  Shields, 

The  Infirmary,  Berwick. 

The  Infirmary,  Bervd.ck. 

Table  2 


Infant  Mortality  ~ 1890  - 1959 


Year 

Infant  Mortality 

England  & Wales 
Deaths  under  1 
year  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
Live  Births 

18  90 

39 

98 

142 

1891  - 1900 

51 

134 

153 

1901  - 1910 

39 

115 

128 

1911  - 1920 

23 

88 

100 

1921  - 1930 

19 

74 

72 

1931  - 1940 

10 

55 

59 

1940 

6 

30 

57 

IShl 

12 

60 

60 

1942 

9 

51 

51 

1943 

11 

51 

49 

1944 

4 

19.7 

45 

1945 

9 

A3. 6 

46 

1946 

10 

A1.8 

43 

1947 

10 

39.2 

41 

1948 

5 

21.19 

34 

1949 

1 

3.86 

32 

1950 

12 

48.58 

30 

1951 

6 

25.10 

30 

1952 

6 

25.00 

28 

1953 

7 

25.27 

27 

1954 

5 

19.76 

25 

1955 

9 

36.00 

25 

1956 

12 

44.11 

24 

1957 

6 

21.81 

23 

1958 

7 

21.73 

22 

1959 

4 

14.98 

22 

7 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  Per  1,000  Live  Births 
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SECTION  B 

DEATHS 


Table  5 


Chief  Causes  of  Deathi 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

.. 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

* 

— 

Measles 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

3 

5 

" ” Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

5 

" " Breast 

2 

2 

" " Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

h- 

7 

11 

Leukaemia,  Aleiakaemia 

_ 

Diabetes 

_ 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

15 

29 

44 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

18 

12 

30 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

15 

19 

34 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

5 

2 

7 

Influenza 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

A- 

2 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

« 

_ 

« 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

- 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

_ 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 

9 

14 

23 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  Other  Accidents 

3 

3 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  Watr 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

IS 

Table  4 


Accidental  Deaths 


Sex 

Cause  of  Death 

Age 

Males 

Crushed  by  Motor  Vehicle 

8 

Laceration  of  brain 

33 

Multiple  injuries 

31 

Fractured  Femur 

81 

Fractured  Femur 

92 

Female 

Peripheral  vascular 
failure  resulting 
from  cerebral  con- 
cussion and  fracture 
of  pelvis 

70 

9 


QZable  5 


Ages  At  Death 


The  tables  of  ages  at  death  are  shown  with  the  percentage  of  total 
deaths  at  the  various  age  periods,  compared  with  the  previous  four  years. 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

Under  1 

1 

3 

4 

2.10 

3.85 

3.40 

6,90 

4.55 

1-5 

1 

- 

1 

0.52 

0.55 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

5-15 

- 

- 

- 

0.00 

0.55 

0.57 

0.00 

1.01 

15-25 

- 

- 

0.00 

0,55 

0.57 

0.00 

0.50 

25-45 

4 

1 

5 

2.61 

1.65 

3.40 

4.02 

1.51 

45-60 

7 

9 

16 

8.38 

9.90 

9.66 

11.50 

11.62 

6O-65 

10 

8 

18 

9.42 

6,60 

6.82 

8.62 

5.05 

65-70 

16 

16 

32 

16.76 

9.35 

15.34 

8.62 

13.64 

70-80 

27 

32 

59 

30.89 

36.25 

35.23 

33.33 

33.33 

80-90 

21 

28 

49 

25.66 

24.72 

22.73 

23.57 

25.76 

90  + 

3 

4 

7 

3.66 

6.03 

2.28 

3.44 

3.03 

Totals 

90 

101 

191 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00  [loo. 00 

The  following  table,  showing  the  percentage  of  total  deatiis  at  certain 
age  periods  for  1^59^  and  compared  wiidi  the  average  percentage  of  the  10 
yeaxs  1950  - 1959,  is  interesting. 

Table  6 


1 

1 Age  Period 

Av.  ^ for 

10  yeaxs 

1950-1959 

for 

1959 

Motes  re  percentage 
for  1959 

Babies  Under  1 

4.10 

2.10 

Below  Normal 

Infants 

1-5 

0.27 

0.52 

Above  Normal 

School 

5-15 

0.39 

0.00 

Below  Normal 

Working 

15-65 

22.47 

20.41 

Below  Normal 

Retired 

65  + 

72.77 

76.97 

Above  Normal 

Totals 

100.00 

100.00 

Of  the  191  deaths  occurring  in  the  Borou^  for  the  year,  77  pen  cent 
were  of  persons  over  65  yeaxs  of  age. 

'Table  7 


Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  above  65  Tears 
for  five-year  periods  during  10  years.  1918-1957 


I9I8 

1919 

1920 

41 

40 

43 

1923 

1924 

1925 

43 

41 

42 

1928 

1929 

1930 

53 

42 

49 

1933 

1934 

1935 

53 

48 

50 

1938 

1939 

1940 

hS 

65 

58 

1921 

51 

1922 

47 

Av.  % 
44.0 

1926 

45 

1927 

47 

43.0 

1931 

54 

1932 

51 

51.0 

1936 

56 

1937 

59 

53.0 

194i 

57 

1942 

62 

58.0 

Table  continued  overleaf 


Table  7 

Cent*  d 
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Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  above  65  Years 
for  five-year  periods  during  40  years.  1918  - 1957 


194-3 

1944 

194-5 

52 

65 

65 

1943 

194-9 

1950 

70 

69 

66 

1953 

1954. 

1955 

73 

73 

75 

1958 

1959 

76 

77 

194-6 

194-7 

Av.  % 

60 

62 

60.0 

1951 

1952 

70 

73 

69.0 

1956 

1957 

69 

75 

13.0 

Table  8 


Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1880  to  1939 


Year 

Cancer 

Resp.  Tuberculosis 

Rate  per 
1,000 
population 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Males 

Females j 

Total 

1880 

1 

4- 

5 

.35 

lA 

11 

25 

1.79 

1881 

2 

7 

9 

.6A 

10 

10  1 

20 

1.A3 

1882 

3 

9 

12 

.85 

12 

15 

27 

1.93 

1883 

10 

1 

11 

.78 

10 

10 

20 

1.A3 

1884- 

2 

4- 

6 

.A2 

12 

11 

23 

1.6a 

1885 

1 

2 

3 

.21 

13 

12 

25 

1.79 

1886 

3 

3 

6 

.A2 

lA 

18 

32 

2.29 

1887 

1 

1 

2 

.lA 

lA 

10 

2A 

1.71 

1888 

- 

3 

3 

.21 

9 

15 

2A 

1.71 

1889 

3 

4- 

7 

.50 

11 

7 

18 

1.28 

1890 

2 

2 

A 

.28 

lA 

11 

25 

1.79 

18  91 

10 

10 

.71 

lA 

6 

20 

1.A3 

1892 

2 

4- 

6 

.A2 

12 

lA 

26 

1.86 

1893 

3 

5 

8 

.57 

15 

8 

23 

1.6  a 

1894- 

1 

5 

6 

.A2 

lA 

8 

22 

1.57 

1895 

2 

1 

3 

.21 

10 

13 

23 

1.6a 

1896 

1 

1 

.07 

9 

6 

15 

1.07 

1897 

1 

_ 

1 

.07 

7 

11 

18 

1.28 

1898 

1 

4- 

5 

.35 

8 

lA 

22 

1.57 

1899 

2 

1 

3 

.22 

lA 

6 

20 

1 .50 

1900 

1 

3 

A 

.30 

21 

6 

27 

2.02 

1901 

2 

2 

.lA 

9 

5 

lA 

l.OA 

1902 

3 

6 

9 

.67 

lA 

9 

23 

1.71 

1903 

7 

3 

10 

.7A 

8 

11 

19 

l.Al 

1904- 

4- 

A 

8 

.59 

lA 

9 

23 

1 .71 

1905 

8 

A 

12 

.89 

7 

9 

16 

1.19 

1906 

7 

A 

11 

.81 

6 

1 

7 

.52 

1907 

5 

5 

10 

.7A 

6 

7 

13 

.96 

1903 

4- 

5 

9 

.67 

16 

9 

25 

1,86 

1909 

3 

9 

12 

.89 

5 

8 

13 

.9° 

1910 

3 

7 

10 

.7A 

10 

15 

25 

1 ,86 

Table  continued  overleaf 
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Table  8 

Cent*  d 


Year 

Cancer 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Resp 

, TuberciiLosis 

Rate  per 
1,000 
popiolation 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1911 

1 

4 

3 

.38 

11 

9 

20 

1.32 

1912 

3 

3 

8 

.61 

6 

6 

12 

.91 

1913 

3 

13 

16 

1^22 

4 

3 

9 

.68 

1914- 

11 

16 

27 

2.06 

7 

3 

12 

.91 

1913 

3 

8 

11 

.84 

12 

11 

23 

1.73 

1916 

10 

14 

24 

1.83 

6 

6 

12 

.91 

17-18 

No  Records  Available 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1919 

1 

7 

8 

.61 

7 

6 

13 

.99 

1920 

6 

11 

17 

1.30 

3 

6 

9 

.68 

1921 

3 

13 

18 

1.43 

3 

3 

8 

.64 

1922 

9 

10 

1-9 

1.33 

2 

8 

10 

.80 

1923 

3 

12 

17 

1.36 

6 

1 

7 

.36 

1924- 

13 

14 

29 

2.30 

7 

3 

10 

.79 

1923 

8 

7 

13 

1.22 

7 

4 

11 

.90 

1926 

9 

12 

21 

1.70 

8 

3 

13 

1.05 

1927 

9 

9 

18 

1.46 

3 

3 

8 

.63 

1928 

16 

13 

29 

2.43 

3 

6 

11 

.92 

1929 

8 

9 

17 

1.43 

8 

3 

11 

.92 

1930 

8 

13 

21 

1.73 

4 

4 

8 

.66 

1931 

10 

12 

22 

1.83 

3 

4 

9 

.73 

1932 

14 

7 

21 

1.71 

3 

4 

7 

.37 

1933 

11 

8 

19 

1.33 

3 

4 

9 

.73 

1934- 

9 

8 

17 

1.39 

3 

6 

11 

.90 

1933 

6 

14 

20 

1.65 

3 

3 

8 

,66 

1936 

11 

17 

28 

2.29 

2 

4 

6 

.49 

1937 

12 

6 

18 

1.48 

8 

4 

12 

.98 

1938 

7 

14 

21 

1.74 

1 

1 

2 

.16 

1939 

14 

9 

23 

1.90 

2 

2 

4 

.33 

194-0 

12 

9 

21 

1.72 

3 

2 

3 

.41 

1941. 

8 

16 

24 

2.01 

3 

6 

9 

•73 

1942 

6 

9 

13 

1.29 

3 

- 

3 

.23 

1943 

3 

7 

12 

1.07 

4 

3 

7 

.62 

1944 

3 

12 

13 

1.40 

3 

1 

4 

.37 

1943 

14 

7 

21 

1.93 

2 

1 

3 

.2? 

1946 

10 

7 

17 

1.48 

6 

3 

9 

.78 

1947 

9 

7 

16 

1.38 

3 

3 

6 

.32 

1948 

6 

13 

21 

1.74 

3 

1 

6 

.49 

1949 

13 

13 

26 

2.12 

2 

4 

6 

,h3 

1930 

12 

10 

22 

1.77 

2 

2 

4 

.32 

1931 

12 

16 

28 

2.24 

4 

- 

4 

.32 

1932 

14 

11 

23 

1.97 

2 

2 

4 

.31 

1933 

10 

13 

23 

1.82 

1 

1 

2 

.13 

1934 

18 

12 

30 

2.38 

2 

2 

4 

.31 

1933 

9 

13 

22 

1.74 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1936 

10 

6 

16 

1.26 

1 

- 

1 

.07 

1957 

13 

9 

24 

1.89 

1 

- 

1 

.07 

1938 

13 

10 

23 

1.82 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1939 

ML 

1 

12 

23 

1.82 

1917  and  I9I8  Reports  missing 
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ini.IBER  OF  DMTHS 


REA.THS  FROM  CAITCER  AJID  RESPIRATORY  TITBERCULOSIS  1880-1050 
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SECTION  C 


TaJjle  9 


POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General's  estimation  of  the  civilian  popiilation  for 
mid-year  I959  was  12,610. 

For  comparative  purposes  the  following  is  included; - 


Population  (Census  1881) 

13,961 

tf 

" 18  91 

, . 

13,362 

tf 

" 1901 

• * 

. . 

13,4-37 

" 

" 1911 

« 0 

• • 

• • 

. . 

13,075 

tl 

” 1921 

• • 

• • 

0 0 

, , 

12,985 

1! 

" 1931 

# • 

• • 

0 0 

. , 

12,299 

tl 

" 1951 

• # 

• • 

0 0 

. . 

12,550 

Hoxising  Survey  193  6 . . 

• • 

0 0 

, , 

12,24-3 

Housing  Survey  19^9  . . 

0 0 

• . 

12,455 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

194-9 

0 0 

, . 

12,250 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1950 

0 • 

, . 

12,370 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1951 

• 0 

0 0 

12,460 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1952 

0 0 

0 0 

, , 

12,  650 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1953 

0 0 

0 0 

. . 

12,57c 

R.G.  eslimate 

of  mid-year 

1954- 

0 0 

0 0 

, . 

12,570 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1955 

0 0 

0 0 

. . 

12,630 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1956 

0 0 

0 0 

, . 

12,670 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1957 

0 0 

0 0 

, . 

12,670 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1958 

0 0 

, , 

12, 620 

R.G.  estimate 

of  mid-year 

1939 

0 0 

• * 

12,610 

SECT 

ION 

D 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  10 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  Other  Than  Tu'berc^Ilosis 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  lA- 

Diphtheria 

Measles  8 

Pneumonia  3 

Cerebro-spijaal  lieningitis  - 
Enteric  Fever 


E]:ysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Itysenteiy 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

Paratyphoid  Fever 


Table  11 

Tuberculosis 


1 

I Age 

1 Groups 

New  1 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

! Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N on-PiiLmonary 

M F 1 

¥l  F 

¥l  F 

M.  F 

r ' ■ ■ ■ * 

1 Under  1 

1 4-5 

1 5-15 
15-25 
25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  -f- 

1 1 H IV)  H 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 H 1 I 1 

! - - 

1 

- 

- 

Totals  4 1 

! - 1 

_ 

- 

14 


SECTIOR  E 


IMmiSAIIQN  MD  VACCINATION 


Talle  12 

Diphtheria,  Hiooping;  Coupji  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Primary  iDaraunisation 

Secondary  (R( 

2 inforcing) 

Injections 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5/9 

10/14 

tH 

03 

■g 

Eh 

Jnder. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5/9 

LO/14 

iH 

cj 

o 

eh 

Diphtheria 

- 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

20 

53 

- 

74 

Diphtheria 

and 

Whooping 

Cou^ 

55 

28 

2 

3 

1 

1 

- 

90 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria, 
Whooping 
Cou^  and 
letanus 

36 

6 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

42 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

35 

2 

3 

Ij 

1 

133 

- 

- 

1 

- 

20 

53 

- 

74 

Immunity  Index  - North  No,  1 


District  1-4  Apie  Group  Under  1 Age  Group 


Berwick  M.B.  59*9  19.6 
Belford  R.D.  71.6  31.25 
Glendale  R.D.  79.3  38.2 
N.orham  & Islandshires  R.D.  54.3  15.3 

Average  per  cent  for  North  No,  1 65.5 


lahle  13 


Smallpox  Vaccinations 


North  No,  1 


Number  ¥accinated  During  Period 

Number  Re-Vaccinated 

Under 

15 

iH 

Under 

15 

Total 

District 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

or 

over 

03 

•g 

Eh 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

or 

over 

Berwick  M.B. 

64 

27 

13 

11 

7 

122 

_ 

13 

29 

46 

88 

Belford  R.D. 

55 

26 

7 

2 

3 

93 

- 

- 

- 

3 

7 

10 

Glendale  R.D. 

65 

23 

- 

1 

- 

89 

- 

1 

1 

1 

9 

12 

Norham  R.D. 

14 

9 

“ 

- 

3 

26 

— 

— 

“ 

3 

3 

Totals 

198 

85 

20 

14 

13 

330 

- 

1 

14 

33 

65 

113 
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ANMJAL  REPORT  OF  TKS  PUBLIC  HEAL'TH  INSESCTOR 


im 


To  the  Mayor.  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Be3rwick~upon-Twee(i 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  iinnual  Report  for  the  year  1959* 

The  layout  of  the  Report  has  been  slightly  altered  on  this  occasion  by 
the  inclusion  of  several  appendices  setting  out  details  and  summaries 
relating  to  items  in  the  body  of  the  Report, 

It  is  fitting  that  I should  taJce  this  opportunity  to  reconrd  my 
appreciation  for  the  support  given  to  me  by  members  of  the  Council  and 
of  the  assistance  received  from  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  of 
tile  Corporation.  To  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  I vrould 
also  express  my  indebtedness. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

lir.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Lour  obedient  servant, 

D.S.  HALLEY 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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mTER  sum.  IE  s 


The  public  mains  are  supplied  -with  water  from  four  sources  namely: - 
Thornton  Mains  Borehole 
Murton  Borehole 

Nine  Yfell  Eyes  and  Hope  Springs 
Dock  Road  Spring 

Fourteen  samples  of  water,  six  of  which  were  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  ei^t  for  chemical  analysis,  showed  the  water  before 
and  after  treatment  to  be  satisfactory  and  suitable  for  a Public  Supply. 
Water  mains  were  extended  by  1,555  yards  to  service  Council  and  Private 
Housing  Estates  and  the  Industrial  Trading  Estate. 

The  number  of  houses  haviig  an  outside  water  supply  decreased  by 
29,  the  position  at  the  close  of  the  year  being: - 


Number  of 

Approximate 

houses 

Population 

YiTater  piped  into  house 

4,171 

12,247 

By  means  of  stand-pipe 

96 

280 

Other  sources 

28 

83 

SEWERAGE 


Sewers  in  the  Council' s Housing  Schemes  were  extended  by  a total 
of  300  yards. 

Complaints  regarding  nuisance  from  a sewer  outfall  v;ere  dealt 
v/ith,  and  the  matter  was  being  kept  under  review. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  19A-9 

One  part-time  operative  was  employed  on  Rodent  Control  and,  in 
addition  to  survey  work  to  detect  infestations,  266  visits  were  made 
to  52  private  premises  and  9 business  premises  -vdiere  treatments  vrere 
undertaken.  The  36  farms  in  the  Borougih  were  surveyed,  and  the 
Coxporation' s refuse  tip  and  other  properties  were  regularly  inspected 
and  treated  as  required.  A Test  Baiting  of  52  sev/er  manholes  dis- 
closed 5 minor  infestations.  The  5 manholes  and  those  adjoining  were 
subsequently  treated. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 

The  provisions  of  the  Acts  were  generally  well  observed,  and 
only  minor  contraventions  noted  and  dealt  v/ith.  Details  of  the 
administrative  work  done  are  shown  in  Appendix  2. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLHTG  MiATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Inspections  were  made  of  three  registered  premises,  and  three 
samples  of  filling  materials  taken.  The  analyst's  reports  shows 
these  samples  to  be  clean  and  satisfactory. 
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HOUSING 


Progress  continued  in  the  building  of  new  houses,  the  demolition 
and  closing  of  lonfit  ones  and  the  improvement  of  sub-standard  dwellings. 
Work  on  the  original  five  year  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  was  completed 
during  the  year,  and  further  survey  and  action  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1957,  was  continued.  In  addition  to  the  preliminary  work  being  done 
on  2 Clearance  Areas,  A Closing  Orders  and  3 Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

Each  year  during  the  simmer  months  the  problem  of  accommodating 
holiday-makers  who  prefer  to  live  in  caravans  or  tents  increases . 

Despite  a new  site  having  been  opened  and  an  increase  permitted  in  the 
muiiber  of  caravans  at  another  site,  unauthorised  use  was  made  of  land 
quite  unsuitable  for  this  purpose.  It  is  hoped  that  the  awaited 
legislation  will  provide  speedier  and  more  effective  control  of  sites 
for  moveable  dwellings  and  that  an  extensive  and  central  site  will  be 
found  in  the  Borough. 

A total  of  351  visits  were  made  to  houses,  the  majority  of  these 
visits  being  connected  with  the  allocation  of  'points'  under  the 
Council's  Points  Scheme  for  the  selection  of  applicants  for  Council 
Houses.  The  items  for  which  points  are  now  awarded  are  becoming  more 
related  to  lack  of  amenity  than  to  matters  tdiich  would  render  the  house 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  the  time  is  approaching  VyHen,  apart 
from  the  rehousing  of  tenants  of  unfit  houses,  the  "date  of  application" 
would  seem  to  be  as  fair  a system  of  allocating  Council  Houses  as  any 
other. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  POOD  PREMISES 

Inspection  of  meat  in  the  five  local  slau^terhouses  continued  to 
accoxint  for  much  time  spent  under  this  section  of  the  Department's 
work,  1284-  visits  to  slaughterhouses  being  made,  while  73  visits  were 
made  to  other  food  premises  in  connection  with  xonsoiond  food.  Under 
the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  104-  inspections  were  carried  out  and  52 
informal  notices  served. 

Court  proceedings  were  taken  against  a firm  for  selling  a loaf  of 
bread  containing  a piece  of  wire.  A fine  of  £2  was  imposed. 

Food  Hygiene  Posters  were  distributed  to  all  food  handling  firms 
in  the  to-wn,  and  short  films  on  fly  control  were  arranged  for  showing 
at  local  cinemas. 

CLEM  Am  ACT.  1956 

Diiring  the  year  improved  methods  of  firing  were  introduced  at  two 
Industrial  Firms,  two  underfeed  mechanical  stokers  being  installed  at 
one,  and  oil  fuel  and  burners  replacing  hand  fired  solid  fuel  at  another. 
At  a third  establishment,  electrification  reduced  the  need  to  overload  a 
hand  fired  boiler.  Steam  locomotives  at  the  Tweedmouth  engine  sheds 
are  still  a source  of  nuisance  to  the  occupiers  of  nearby  houses,  but 
with  dieselisation  and  electrification  of  the  railways  this  nuisance 
will  diminish . 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  PIIGULATIQNS . 1952 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  diseases  or  evidence  of  rat 
infestation  on  board  any  of  the  ships  entering  the  harbour.  A simmary 
of  shipping  traffic  at  the  dock  is  set  out  in  Appendix  6. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Routine  inspections  under  the  Act  were  made  on  41  occasions,  and 
minor  contraventions  mainly  connected  with  the  display  of  statutory 
forms  were  dealt  Tmth  informally.  The  lack  of  control  over  mobile 
shops  wan  the  cause  of  much  concern. 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

The  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit,  and  mixture  stored  under  licence, 
excluding  the  depot  within  the  harhour  area,  amounted  to  51,433  gallons 
at  the  end  of  1959.  lo  the  3^  licensed  premises  91  inspections  were 
made. 


APPEKDIK  1 


SUMMARY  OF  P^SPECTIONS  MADE  AKD  NOTICES  ISSUED  ETC. 


Number  of  complaints  received 

178 

Visits  and  Inspections  regarding:- 

Con^laints  and  nuisances 

278 

Dairies 

8 

Disinfections  and  disinfestations 

11 

Factories 

36 

Fire  escapes  from  hotels  and  factories 

2 

Food  premises 

177 

Houses 

351 

Ice-cream  premises 

5 

Offensive  trades 

9 

Petroleum  storage 

91 

Upholsterers  premises 

3 

Rodent  infested  premises 

266 

Ships 

7 

Shops 

4L 

Slau^terhouses  - meat  inspection 

1,284 

Smoke  observations 

36 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

97 

Notices  Issued:- 

Informal 

78 

Statutory 

2 

Notices  complied  with;- 

Informal 

80 

Statutory 

2 

Notices  outstanding:- 

Informal 

24 

Statutory 

Nil 
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APEEKDIK  2 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1957  TO  1959 


1 . Inspections  for  p\.irposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(^) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in  which  , 
Sections  1,2, 3, A and  6 

are  to  he  enforced  hy 
the  Local  Authority 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Section 

13 

3 

7 is  enforced  hy  the 
Local  Authority 

3.  Other  premises  in  -vdiich 
Section  7 is  enforced 

9A 

30 

2 

hy  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

3 

3 

Totals 

no 

36 

2 

- 

2 . Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

cases  in 

Referred 

which 

Particulars 

Pound 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prose- 

Insp- 

Insp- 

cutions 

ector 

ector 

were  in- 
stituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonahle  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(3.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

There  was  one  out-worker  engaged  in  making  wearing  apparel. 
The  premises  were  satisfactory. 


20 


JgEEKDIK  3 


HOUSING 

Ifumber  of  houses  in  the  Borou^  •4-,  295 

Number  of  houses  owned  hy  Council  1,638 


New  houses  completed  during 
the  year 

With  state 
assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a) 

By  Local  Authority 

24 

- 

24 

(t) 

By  private  persons 

- 

47 

47 

Houses  demolished  (a)  in  Clearance  Areas  7 

(h)  not  in  Clearance  Areas  23 

Houses  closed  3 

Houses  made  fit  (a)  After  informal  action  by 

Local  Authority  I6 

(b)  After  fciT.-al  aijtipn  2 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  3 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  4 

Undertakings  not  to  re-let  for  human  habitation  3 


Improvement  Grants 

(1)  Discretionary 

Applications  submitted  3 

Applications  approved  3 

(2)  Standard 

Applications  submitted  2 

Applications  approved  2 

Total  grants  approved  since  1949  77 


Houses  Erected  1921-1959 


Year 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

By  Local 
Authority 

c 

+3  03 

cd  0) 

0 ra 

t 1 

rQ  iXj 

. 

® a 

S (D 

Total 

Year 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

By  Local 
Authority 

Prefabricated 
Tern.  Houses 

Total 

1921 

1 

22 

23 

1939 

23 

30 

- 

35 

1922 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1940 

4 

- 

- 

4 

1923 

- 

24 

- 

24 

1941-43 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1924 

4 

32 

_ 

36 

1946 

1 

_ 

30 

51 

1925 

20 

72 

_ 

92 

1947 

14 

64 

- 

78 

1926 

12 

26 

- 

38 

1948 

1 

142 

- 

143 

1927 

1 

97 

98 

1949 

11 

68 

- 

79 

1928 

25 

51 

- 

76 

1950 

12 

74 

- 

86 

1929 

4 

_ 

_ 

4 

1931 

20 

45 

- 

68 

1930 

7 

16 

_ 

23 

1932 

11 

78 

- 

89 

1931 

2 

_ 

- 

2 

1933 

9 

74 

- 

83 

1932 

_ 

60 

60 

1934 

7 

67 

- 

74 

1953 

20 

8 

_ 

28 

1933 

10 

31 

- 

61 

1934 

32 

_ 

- 

32 

1936 

4 

36 

- 

60 

1935 

42 

24 

- 

66 

1937 

1 

45 

- 

46 

1936 

38 

76 

- 

134 

1938 

3 

53 

- 

58 

1937 

33 

100 

- 

133 

1939 

47 

24 

- 

71 

1938 

37 

178 

- 

213 

TOTALS 

480 

1,660 

50  ^ 

2,190 
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APisHDn:  4 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

TOTAL 

Niomber  killed 
Nioniber  inspected 

1,065 

1,065 

116 

116 

5 

5 

40,407 

40,407 

1,904 

1,904 

43,497 

A,  All  diseases 
except  Tuber- 

culosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

- 

- 

34 

4 

4L 

Carcases  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

23 

2 

- 

284 

102 

4L1 

Percentage  of 
the  number  ins- 
pected affected 
with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysti- 
cerci 

2.k2^a 

1.7255 

O.OC^ 

0.7^ 

5.56^ 

1,01^0 

B.  Tuberculosis  only 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Whole  carcaises 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

14 

- 

- 

- 

112 

126 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

l.klfo 

- 

- 

5,88% 

0.2^ 

C.  Cysticercosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cancase  of  -vrfiich 
some  pant  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Carcaises  sub- 
mitted to  treat- 
ment by  refrig- 
eration 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 
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MEAT  MD  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  caNEEMNED 


Beef  (Home  killed) 

stones 

84 

Beef  (imported) 

tl 

_ 

Mutton  (Home  killed) 

II 

167 

Mutton  (ic^orted) 

tl 

Pork  (Home  killed) 

tl 

143 

Pork  (imported) 

It 

Poultry 

lbs 

4,258 

Canned  Goods 

It 

2,698 

Bacon 

It 

31 

Cheese 

It 

22 

Butter 

tl 

37 

Crab-fish 

stones 

119 

Prawns 

It 

250 

Shrimps 

II 

27 

Total  wei^t  of  foodstuffs 

condemned 

= 

8 Tons,  1 CTvt,  2 qrs,  18  lbs. 


APEENDIK  5 


FOOD  AICD  DRUGS  ACT.  1955 
Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  l6: 

(a)  For  sale,  manufacture  or  storage  of  ice-cream  kk- 

(b)  For  the  prepaxation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or 

potted,  pickled,  pressed  or  preserved  food  12 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations.  1959 

Number  of  registered  dairies  3 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations 


Licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks  -were  as  follows 


Tubero\ilin  Tested  3 

Tubercialin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  7 

Pastexirised  7 

Sterilised  7 


Sampling; 

Tuberc\ilin  Tested  Milk  (Methylene  Blue  Test^ 

Number  satisfying  test  18 

Number  failing  to  satisfy  test  2 

Pasteiirised  Milk  (Phosphatase  Test  and  Methylene  Blue  Test) 


Nxmiber  satisfying  test 
Number  failing  to  satisfy  test 

Sterilised  Milk  (Turbidity  Test) 

Number  satisfying  test 
Number  failing  to  satisfy  test 

Milk  Bottles  (Rinse) 

Number  sent  for  examination 
N\jmher  satisfactoiy 
Nimdber  fairly  satisfactoiy 
Nxjmber  unsatisfactory 


11 


1 


17 

16 

1 


23 


The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations,  1959 

Sampling;; 

Results  of  4-3  samples  of  ice-cream  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
were  returned  as  follows 


Provisional  Grade  1 39 

" " 2 1 

" " 3 2 

" " 4 1 


The  following  list  shows  the  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the 
Horou^  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


Aerated  Water  Mamufactiirers 

2 

Bakeries 

4 

Bakers  shops 

13 

Butchers  shops 

13 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

13 

Confectioners  shops 

20 

Fish  and  Chip  shops 

9 

Fish  Merchants 

11 

Food  Packers 

3 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 

12 

Grocers 

3^ 

Hotels 

14 

Ice-Cream  Factories 

4 

Licensed  Clubs 

3 

Public  Houses 

28 

Schools  Kitchens 

7 

Slau^terhouses 

5 

Sweet  Manufacturers 

1 

Ydiolesale  Dealers  and  Warehouses 

5 

Total 201 


APEEKDIK  6 

PUBLIC  HSALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 


Ships  from; 

No. 

Tonnage 

Number  inspec- 
ted by 

Number  of  ships  reported 
as  having  had  during  the 
voyage  infectious  disease 
on  board 

M.O.H. 

P.H.I. 

Foreign  Ports 

18 

4,337 

- 

7 

- 

CoaLstwise 

24 

5,123 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

42 

9,462 

1 - 

7 

- 

Passenger  Traffic 


Number  of  Passengers  Inward  Nil 

Nxmiber  of  Passengers  Outward  Nil 


Cargo  Traffic; - 

Principal  Imports;-  Timber,  Petroleum,  Potash, 
Nitra  Shell  Fertiliser, 

Basic  Slag,  Phosphates, 

Cement,  Esparto  Grass, 
Hardboard. 

Principal  Exports; - Barley 

Principal  Poris  from  which  ships  arrive;  Antwerp,  Rotterdam,  Halms  tad, 

Kotka,  Sousse,  London,  Saltend, 
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